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Dear Friends 

Forgiveness can often be challenging for us.  We hold on to 
grudges because of the emotional pain, hurt and betrayal 
associated with the offences we have had to endure.  We may 
even find it more difficult when the person who has hurt us does 
it intentionally or fails to admit to wrongdoing.  

This month, I have one question I’d like you to reflect on: how can we be true and 
faithful followers of Christ and find it hard to forgive?  Most especially when Jesus 
forgave us and calls us to forgive those who sin against us or hurt us.  Discovering 
this supernatural call to let go and forgive is vital to grow in spiritual maturity.  It is 
more for our benefit than for the persons who have hurt us.   

Unforgiveness and the wounds that come from offence and hurt can make you feel 
bitter, resentful, angry and even lead you to hatred – a path causing you to exhibit 
feelings contrary to those of the fruit of the Spirit. It says in Galatians 5:22-23: “But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  Why do you think we are encouraged to 
forgive as often as possible in the Word of God?  

Matthew 18:21-22 says: “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many 
times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven 
times?’ Jesus answered, ’I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’ ” 

In Luke 17:3-4, it says: “So watch yourselves. If your brother or sister sins against 
you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. Even if they sin against you 
seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying, ‘I repent,’ you must 
forgive them.” 

People around us will always offend, insult, and hurt us (not always intentionally); but 
the Lord will not necessarily prevent this from happening just because you are His 
child.  It is a test of your character, followership, obedience and transformation when 
you can walk in the footsteps of Jesus.  Remember, Christ’s death was a sacrificial 
death of love, and right to the very end, He held nothing against those who betrayed 
Him, spat on Him, hurled insults at Him, tortured Him, and even killed Him. Instead, 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” [Luke 
23:34].  Can you genuinely follow His example?  God wants to see if you can forgive 
like Him.  

You can pray one million times a day that God should not let anyone insult or offend 
you ever again, and I can guarantee that is a prayer that will not be heard or 
answered.  Why?  Throughout scripture, we see the will of God; instead of God 
removing offence, God calls His people not to be offended and to overcome offence. 
Proverbs 19:11 says: “A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to 
overlook an offence.”  We are to overlook offence and refuse to be people who are 
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easily offended.  This means taking no notice of the wrongs people do against you, 
letting it go, refusing to retaliate or take revenge. For me, the best word for this is 
‘forgive.’ Jesus expects us to overcome with love and forgiveness.  

Apostle Paul goes a step further and not only overlooks offence, but delights in it for 
the sake of Christ. Look at his words in 2 Corinthians 12:10: “That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

We need to learn how to forgive, and the easiest way is to remember that Christ has 
forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32 tells us: “Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  All the sins and 
wrongs you have ever done and will do, Jesus died for you in your place, took your 
punishment, the punishment you deserved, and forgave you.  Your slate was wiped 
clean.  When He sees you, He no longer counts your sins against you because He 
loves you.  This is the love of Christ.  He expects us to see people and not count 
their sins against them; learn to wipe the slate clean and give people another 
chance, not condemn them and write them off for life.  Jesus said in Luke 6:37: “Do 
not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” 

“Forgive” is God’s command to us!  I pray that the Lord will give you the strength to 
forgive those who have wronged you.  May you move into your place of freedom as 
you obey this call in Jesus’ name. 

Every blessing, 
Pastor Sherry Owolabi 

Women’s Prayer Breakfast 

Next dates:  12th October, 9th November. December date and venue to 
be arranged. 
8.30am in the Small Hall (NB ramp door to the halls will be unlocked). 

A warm welcome to all women from our church, Belonging Church and any friends 
from another or no church. We meet once a month at 8.30am to set up and start with 
a bring-and-share breakfast – always delicious and varied with more than enough! 

It is an opportunity to offer each other encouragement and a listening ear as we 
share our good times and our tough times, laughter and maybe tears. There is no 
obligation to speak, you can just listen and eat too. Everything we share is 
confidential to those present.   

Nobody comes every time, come when you can. We promise that it is always worth 
getting up for!   Please ask me if you wish to know more. 

Pam Dawson 
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Social Committee News 

Dates for your diary: 

 Saturday 9th November: Christian Aid Soup Lunch, 12 noon – 1.30pm in 
the Small Hall.  As usual we will be asking people to make soup for the lunch 
and to help on the day.  If you are able to support us, please speak to one of 
the Social Committee.  The soup will be served with crusty bread and rolls; 
tea and coffee will also be available. 

 Saturday 30th November: Christmas Craft Fayre and Bazaar, 10am – 2pm. 
This should be another fun day with lunches and other refreshments being 
served, lots of crafts, and other stalls including a Father Christmas grotto.  We 
will be asking for a variety of donations from homemade cakes and preserves 
to  books, and jigsaws. A list of what is needed will be available later this 
month. Also, we will be approaching our congregation to help on the day so 
please look out for the sign up list.  It has not been decided yet to which 
charities the proceeds will go, but we will let you know as soon as it has been 
decided. If you have any ideas, please let us know.  

 From Friday 6th December: Christmas Tree Festival  .A new venture for 
Baginton Road and one which we hope will be well supported. The details 
have yet to be decided and will be in next month’s Connections.  If you have a 
spare Christmas tree in your loft that we can borrow, can you please let us 
know. 

Please come and support these worthy causes and bring your friends with you!  We 
look forward to seeing you at the various events on between now and Christmas. 

Social Committee 
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Warwick Road Centre and Café – October Update  

We have recently had our 5 year electrical survey carried out by 
Coventry Electrical.  All five buildings are legally required to have 
this assessment carried out every five years. 

Wonderful to report that a relative of one of the senior solicitors at 
Davisons Law, the tenant at 12 Warwick Row, has joined Clare’s 
team of volunteers for Open Doors Café – an unexpected and lovely ‘spin off’ from 
the working relationship with our next-door tenant. 

Winter is on the horizon, and we are keen to ensure that the central heating system 
is up and running properly in the church after major upgrading work carried out on 
the boiler over the last two years. Fingers and everything else crossed! 

A new ‘bus gate’ is being installed in Greyfriars Road which should not affect us too 
much. We have received confirmation that deliveries and drop-off arrangements 
outside the Centre are unaffected.  

As always, we are keen to hear from anyone interested in offering volunteer time in 
Open Doors Café. Please get in touch with the Warwick Road Office if you feel able 
to help. 

Trevor Gay, Warwick Road Centre Manager 
 

Open Doors Café  

Opening Times: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday.  Snacks and Drinks: 10am – 
11.30am; Hot Meal: 12 noon – 1.30pm (last orders 1pm) 
Main course £5, Pudding £2.50, Meal Deal (Main and Pudding, served with tea or 
coffee) £7.50.  Telephone orders: 024 7622 0299 

 

Poetry Café 
 

Poetry Café meets each month in the Open Doors Café at 2.30pm. Meetings are 
normally on the first Thursday of each month but this is sometimes changed so 

please check beforehand with Warwick Road Centre Office: 024 7622 0299.  

We each share two or three poems – these are usually on a set theme but don’t 
have to be!  All are welcome.  The next meetings are: 

Thursday, 3rd October, Theme: ‘Harvest’  
Thursday, 7th November, Theme: ‘Buses & Coaches’ 

 

For more information, please contact David Lathbury: david@dlathbury.co.uk. 
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The Giving Tree Church Parade and Gift Sunday 
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News iN Brief from ArouNd the uK ANd BeyoNd 

This year the grounds of King’s College, Cambridge became a wildflower meadow 
which was recently harvested using equipment pulled by horses and the hay was 
offered to local farmers.  For centuries the hay of a churchyard was considered part 
of the stipend of the clergy. 

A funambulist 50 years ago walked on a tightrope 1,300ft 
above ground between the twin towers of the then World 
Trade Centre. In August 2024, Philippe Petit walked down 
the nave of New York’s cathedral, St John the Divine, on a 
tightrope to commemorate this achievement.  He also 
changes the bulbs in the chandeliers of the cathedral twice 
a year, as he claims he has a head for heights. 

The Right Reverend Timothy Dudley Smith, a prolific hymn writer, has died aged 97. 
His most popular hymn is Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.  This is a 
modern language version of the Magnificat that came to him in 1961when he was 
reading a review of the New English Bible. Set to the soaring tune Woodlands by 
Walter Greatorex, it has appeared in over 220 hymn books. John Betjeman 
described it in 1976 as “one of the very few hymns really to establish themselves in 
recent years”.  Timothy Dudley Smith wrote over 400 hymns and his last book was 
published in 2019. 

A service to commemorate Carlo Acutis was held at Walsingham, Norfolk, this 
summer.  The London-born teenager died from leukaemia in 2006 aged 15, and is to 
be named a saint by the Roman Catholic Church.  He will be canonised as the first 
saint from the 21st century. 

The late Pope Benedict once described the ancient pilgrimage route of the Camino 
de Santiago as a spiritual embodiment of the old continent’s rich culture, art and 
hospitality.  Today, residents are not happy with the pilgrims because of their abuse 
of hospitality, such as the taking of crops from the fields, unmonitored fires and 
jumping naked uninvited into swimming pools.  In 2020, 54,000 pilgrims arrived at 
the shrine of the Apostle James; there were more than 440,000 in 2023. 

Church heating not working? Boiler deceased?  Provide prayer blankets, says the 
Net Zero Campaign leader of the Church of England: “It is not worth keeping old 
buildings warm for limited use”. 

The Amish people came from Switzerland to America in the 18th Century as they 
believed that the Bible stated they must live separately to maintain purity of belief. 
We know of them still using horse and cart for transport and ploughing their fields 
using mule and plough.  The use of microwaves and dishwashers is regulated and 
the using of a PC is allowed without internet connection.  In 2000, a Bishop accepted 
that solar power was natural if kept separate from mains electricity but debate still 
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rages in the Amish community over whether this is “God’s grid” or “the mark of the 
beast”.  However, solar panels are being accepted with the use of solar cars, 
lawnmowers, etc.  “Solar power is an enabler and a catalyst.” 

When asked whether he was high church or low church a Bishop replied that he was 
short church.  To a similar question, a vicar’s response was “One God, one Church, 
one hour”. 

Barry Stelfox 
 

Book Reviews 

The Poetry of Pilgrimage: Reflections on Celtic Pilgrimage sites in Ireland and 
Britain 

By Michael Mitton, BRF, £12.99 

Drawing from his experience of co-leading pilgrimages in 
Britain and Ireland, Michael Mitton describes 23 significant 
pilgrimage sites for anyone from experienced pilgrims to 
armchair pilgrims. 

Each chapter outlines the story of the Celtic saint who 
founded the site, together with information about the 
location, a poem inspired by the author’s experience of that place, a reflective 
question, a suggested Bible reading and a photo of the site. Michael Mitton is an 
Anglican priest and canon emeritus of Derby Cathedral. 
 

Have You Ever Wondered? – Finding the Everyday Clues to Meaning, Purpose 
& Spirituality 

By Andy Bannister and Gavin Matthews, 10Publishing, 
£7.99 

Have you ever looked at a landscape and wondered why 
we are drawn to beauty? Or wondered why we are so 
insatiably curious about our universe? Or have you ever 
simply looked up at a million stars in the vast night’s sky 
and just wondered… 

This book includes contributors from a range of 
backgrounds in science, law, linguistics, theology, 
bioethics, history, and more. They reflect on how their 
questions have, in some cases unexpectedly, led them to 
a compelling Christian spirituality and a profound sense of 
meaning and purpose in life. 

from Parish Pump 
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Annual Will Aid Campaign 

Have you made your Will?  A survey by the national 
Will-writing charity Will Aid has revealed that 59% of 
UK adults do not have paperwork in place to protect 
their loved ones after they are gone.  The poll of 
2,200 people across the country also showed that 
only 29% had an up-to-date Will, with the majority 
admitting they haven’t got anything in place at all. 

Many participants cited cost as their reason for not instructing a solicitor to write a 
Will on their behalf, while others said that time was a factor or they were simply 
reluctant to think about the end of their life and had therefore postponed writing a 
Will. 

The annual Will Aid campaign sees solicitors across the UK volunteering their time 
to write Wills throughout November. The campaign is run collaboratively by seven 
leading charities: Age UK, British Red Cross, Christian Aid, NSPCC, Save the 
Children, SCIAF and Trocaire. It raises vital funds for these causes, while ensuring 
that people in the UK gain the reassurance of knowing they have a professionally-
written Will. 

Under the scheme, participating solicitors waive their fee for writing basic Wills. 
Instead, they invite clients to make a voluntary donation to Will Aid – a suggested 
£100 for a single basic Will and £180 for a pair of basic ‘mirror’ Wills. 

The Will Aid website has details of how to contact a participating solicitor, plus 
guides on how to write a Will and a Will Planner: https://www.willaid.org.uk/. 

In Warwickshire, you can also take advantage of Myton Hospices’ Make a Will Week 
that takes place in March each year. A number of reputable local solicitors give their 
time free of charge to write or update basic Wills for Myton supporters, in return for a 
donation to the Myton Hospices. 

Claire Booth 

 

 
St Andrew’s House 

19 St Andrew’s Road, Earlsdon 
Coventry CV5 6FP 

Residential, respite or short stay care 
in a Christian home. 
St Andrew’s can help! 

Telephone Lesley 02476 673745 
www.standrewshouse.org.uk 
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Coventry Rocks – What’s On This Autumn 
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Puzzle Pages 
 

 
Across 

1  He must be ‘the husband of but 
one wife and must manage his 
children and his household well’ (1 
Timothy 3:12) (6) 
4  ‘For we must all — before the 
judgement seat of Christ’ (2 
Corinthians 5:10) (6) 
7  ‘They reeled and staggered like 
drunken men; they were at their — 
end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4) 
8  See 19 Across  
9  It concerned who among the 
disciples would be the 
greatest(Luke 9:46) (8)  
13 Formed by the Jews in 
Thessalonica to root out Paul and 
Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  
16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the 
— ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7) 
17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 
28:8) (3)  
19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of 
the — host appeared with the 
angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 
24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)  
25 Between Luke and Acts (4)  
26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  
27 ‘Get these out of here! How 
dare you turn my Father’s house 
into a — !’ (John 2:16) (6) 
 

Down 

1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)  
2  The part of the day when Cornelius the 

Caesarean centurion had a vision of an angel of 
God (Acts 10:3) (9)  

3  He was one of those who returned with 
Zerubbabel from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem 
(Nehemiah 7:7) (5)  

4  ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born — ’(John 3:3) (5)  

5  Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) 
(4)  

6  ‘He encouraged them — — remain true to the 
Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2)  

10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  
11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5)  
12 Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) 

(5)  
13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a 

great deal of harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)  
14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in 

remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (4)  
15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 

10:24) (4)  
18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)  
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5)  
21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while 

on his way to Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 
28:12) (5)  

22 Bats (anag.) (4)  
23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow a camel’ 

(Matthew 23:24) (4) 
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  Solutions on p.15 
 

WORDSEARCH 

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots in pre-Christian times.  In those 
long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Druid priests celebrated the Festival 
of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  They lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to 
ward off the dark supernatural powers of oncoming winter.  Today, Christians turn to 
prayer instead of charms to overcome the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, 
true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw 
closer to Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for 
others who have gone before us through the gates of death. 

HALLOWEEN 

DRUID 

PRIESTS 

FESTIVAL 

SAMHAIN 

BONFIRES 

MAGIC 

DARK 

SUPERNATURAL 

POWERS 

WINTER 

CHRISTIANS 

PRAYER 

CHARMS 

DEEPER 

TRUE 

ALL 

HALLOWS 

EVE 

CLOSER 

CHRIST 

THANKS 

LOVED 

DEATH  

GONE 

 
 

SUDOKU (EASY) SUDOKU (MEDIUM) 
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Mouse Makes 
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SOLUTION - SUDUKO (EASY) 
 
 

 

 

SOLUTION - SUDUKO (MEDIUM) 
 

 

 

 

 
CROSSWORD SOLUTION 

ACROSS: 1 Deacon. 4 Appear. 7 Wits. 8 Heavenly. 9 Argument. 13 Mob.               
16 Broken-hearted. 17 Ran. 19 Suddenly. 24 Obstacle. 25 John. 26 Enable.           
27 Market.  

DOWN: 1 Dawn. 2 Afternoon. 3 Nehum. 4 Again. 5 Prey. 6 All to. 10 Users.            
11 Ephod. 12 Trace. 13 Metalwork. 14 Body. 15 Eber. 18 Alban. 20 Uncle. 21 
Dream. 22 Stab. 23 Gnat. 

Connections – November 2024 issue deadline 
  
News, articles & other items to be included in the November 2024 issue of 
Connections should be sent by email to the editor Claire Booth 
(clairehbooth@hotmail.com) no later than Wednesday, 23rd October 2024.  
 

Items should ideally be no more than 1 page in length (about 450 words) and 
definitely no longer than 2 pages. 
 

Connections is published in digital format ten times a year and emailed to 
subscribers. You are also able to view it on the church website and Facebook 
page.  If you want it emailed to you, please contact Kevin Bodsworth at the Church 
Office: office@bagintonroadurc.org.uk. 

Thanks, Claire 

 

 
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily  

the views of the URC or its congregation 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

 

Worship at Baginton Road URC – 
October 2024 

 
 
Morning service: 10.30am; Evening service: 6.30pm 

(unless otherwise stated) 
 
 

Date Time Preacher  

6th October  am 
pm 

Sherry Owolabi 
Revd Colin Offor 

 
Holy Communion         

13th October am Sherry Owolabi  

20th October am 
3pm 

Revd Peter Kimberley 
 

Holy Communion     
Remembering Service - Quinton 
Park Baptist Church 

27th October am 
pm 

Bill Holdforth 
TBC 

Coffee Shop Sunday style 

3rd November am 
pm 

TBC 
Revd David Spriggs 

 
Holy Communion                

 

 

Church Contacts 
 

 
Pastor: Sherry Owolabi 
tel: 07497 558120 
email: pastor@ 
bagintonroadurc.org.uk 

 
Mission, Outreach and 
Worship Leader:  
Reverend Peter Kimberley 
tel: 07581 710348 
email: outreach@baginton 
roadurc.org.uk 

Baginton Road Church Office:  
Baginton Road, Coventry CV3 6FP 
tel. 024 7641 9927  
website: www.bagintonroadurc.org.uk  
Usual office hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday 7.30am - 1.30pm. 
 

Church Administrator: 
Kevin Bodsworth  
email: office@bagintonroadurc.org.uk   
 

Church Secretary:  
Sue Davis 
e: secretary@bagintonroadurc.org.uk 

Warwick Road Centre Office: 
10 Warwick Row, Coventry, CV1 1EX 
tel: 024 7622 0299 
e: cityoffice@bagintonroadurc.org.uk 
Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9am – 
4pm   
 

Room Bookings: tel: 024 7641 9927  
email: rooms@bagintonroadurc.org.uk 

Premises Caretaker, Baginton Road:  
George Stone 
tel; 07468 585611 
e: caretaker@bagintonroadurc.org .uk 

 


