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Connections - July/August 2026 issue deadline

News, articles and other items to be included in the July/August 2026 double issue
of Connections should be sent by email to the editor Claire Booth
(clairehbooth@hotmail.com) no later than Wednesday, 17" June 2026.

Items should ideally be no more than 1 page in length (about 450 words) and

definitely no longer than 2 pages.

Connections is published in digital format ten times a year and emailed to
subscribers. You are also able to view it on the church website. If you want it
emailed to you, please contact Kevin Bodsworth at the Church Office:
office@bagintonroadurc.org.uk.

Thanks, Claire




Dear Friends

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. [Galatians 5:22]

The summer months bring beauty in so many ways such as blooming flowers,
sunshine, warmth and a promise of joy and brighter days ahead. As Christians we
give thanks to God for the beauty of creation and the peace, hope, love and joy God
offers us in Jesus Christ. The coming months offer us even more opportunities to
celebrate our faith, to go out and share our faith with other people and to care for our
environment.

This month gives us an opportunity to pause, reflect and celebrate spiritual growth
and community relationships, and to be a source of beauty and joy in the lives of the
people we meet as we travel through the summer months carrying the light of Jesus
Christ with us wherever we go.

Let us celebrate the gracious love God offers us in Jesus Christ through prayer,
words and actions and loving our neighbours as ourselves.
God bless
Debbie

Can you help with planning worship?

We need your help to plan and deliver services at Baginton Road. There is a
diminishing set of people to call on to lead services and we are not the only church in
the area needing help. The Elders have recently stepped in to lead some of the
services, but it would be good if we could create a Worship leading group to support
the elders.

You don’t have to give the sermon (or rather the talk, as | like to call it) if that is really
not your thing. There are several sources we can call on to help in our planning
including those from the URC: finding or writing prayers, choosing hymns to fit the
theme, leading the all-age slot, creating power points are all required. Joining the
group would mean ordinary members of the congregation can have an input on how
services are run and feel they are contributing to the life of Baginton Road Church.

If you are willing to help out, please speak to Sue Matthews or one of the Elders.



From the Werretts

Following several conversations with the Elders, | have
decided that I will be stepping down as Church Leader at the
AGM, with my final service being on 5" July.

This has not been an easy decision, but after much reflection | feel it is the right time.
Over the past year, | have tried to serve the Church faithfully within the role the
Elders asked me to fulfil; however, the ongoing criticism regarding hymn choices,
sermon themes and service content has become quite discouraging. | value
constructive feedback and understand that not everyone will always agree, but
persistent negativity has made it increasingly difficult to continue with confidence and
joy in the role.

On Sunday 17" May, as | said during the service, | asked the choir to choose the
hymns, as | no longer felt fully comfortable making those decisions myself. When
you reach a point where you feel uncertain about choosing hymns or leading
Communion, it feels like a sign that it may be time to step aside.

A further challenge is the practical reality of only being able to come once a month
while living in Norfolk. | often feel | cannot provide the level of support the Church
needs, and it is difficult to be fully part of church life when | am not regularly present.

| know there will be different feelings about my decision. Some may be pleased,
while others will have appreciated the variety of hymns, teaching and activities
brought over the past 12 months. Whatever the case, | remain grateful to God for
the opportunity to have served.

| sincerely wish the Church, Sue and the Elders every blessing for the future, and |
will continue to pray for the Church and its ministry.
Simon

Men's Breakfast
The next Men’s Breakfast will take place

on Saturday 6" June at 10.00am

at The Phantom Coach, Fletchamstead Highway CV4 7BA.

Please sign the list at the back of church if you intend to take part.




Special Cause for May, June and July - Brain Tumour Research

Our appeal for the UHCW Charity raised £276, so thank you BrainTumour
for your donations.

One in three people knows someone affected by a brain tumour. Brain tumours are
indiscriminate and can affect anyone at any age. They kill more children and adults
under 40 than any other cancers yet only 1% of national spend on cancers goes to
the research of this devastating disease.

Brain Tumour Research is the leading voice campaigning to increase national
investment into brain tumours to £35m per year and is fundraising to create a
national network of seven sustainable research centres of excellence across the UK.

We will be holding a Garden Party on Sunday 14" June from 2pm - 5pm at 25
Watercall Avenue, CV3 5AW to support this charity, to which you are most welcome.
The garden railway will be running (weather permitting).
Many thanks
Pam and John Dawson
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Social Committee News 0.0
Q

%
Holiday at Home: The leaflets and registration forms are now available for Holiday
at Home, and the limited places for the trip to Birmingham Botanical Garden are

gradually being taken up. Please see one of the Social Committee for more
information or speak to Kevin to register and pay for both the trip and activity days.

Please note that we are sorry that the Midsummer Afternoon Tea
has unfortunately been cancelled, as we do not have sufficient
helpers for the day due to other commitments.

A

Helpers Required: We need helpers for Holiday at Home, to support both the work
in the kitchen, serving refreshments and meals on Monday and Wednesday, as well
as helping with the different craft activities. We would be grateful for any help you
can give from a couple of hours to the two full days. A form will be put on the table
for you to sign indicating what help you are able to give.

We appreciate and thank those who can support us on the activity days.
Dates for your diary

e Sunday 12" July: Family BBQ after the morning service

e Monday — Wednesday 3rd — 5" August: Holiday at Home, including a day trip to
Birmingham Botanical Gardens

e Sunday 27" September: Harvest Bring and Share Lunch after the morning
service

e Saturday 315t October: Christian Aid Soup Lunch, from 12 noon — 1.30pm

More information will be given in due course.

We look forward to seeing you at our events and thank you for your support.

Sarah, Liz, Pauline, Chris and Pam

Colin and Sue are hosting a

Bacon Breakfast
Saturday 11*™ July 10.00 am — 12 noon
in aid of Coventry City Mission

Come and join us for bacon rolls, tea, coffee and chat.

21 Alfriston Road, CV3 6FG




Baginton Road UR(
Holiday from Home 2026

Monday 3% — Wednesday 5* August
2026

Join us for our mini break, A warm
welcome awaits you!

Contact the Church Office to book,




Well-dressing in Derbyshire - May to September

Derbyshire is known for its wells and well-dressing. The
annual tradition followed in many villages of decorating the
village wells, or ‘well-dressing’, attracts sightseers from miles
away.

By ancient, centuries-old tradition, five wells are decorated.
Boards are set up around each one which are then covered
in clay. The clay is then impressed with thousands of
colourful flower petals to create pictures and tableaux. Often
the stories illustrated are from the Bible.

It is thought the practice may date back to the 14" Century,

and it may have started as an act of thanksgiving when the community escaped the
devastation of the Black Death. Over the years, and before piped water became
available, it also became an act of thanksgiving for the village’s supply of clean, clear
water.

Today more than 80 Derbyshire villages still follow the tradition, and the season
extends through the summer. Many wells have a biblical theme, or are inspired by
royal occasions or sporting events.

Generally, the Derbyshire wells are not considered holy or named after saints. Most
were just the original village water tap. However, Buxton does have a celebrated
holy well, where people regularly line up to collect its special waters.

Buxton mineral water is bottled and available in supermarkets, but in the town itself,
at St Anne’s well, it is free. Throughout medieval times there was a chapel on the
spot, and pilgrims came seeking cures and to leave offerings.

Henry VIl put an end to the practice, but later the town became a spa and patients
heard of the therapeutic reputation of the waters and came to bathe and drink, much
as the ancient Romans had done in pre-Christian times. Today the free Buxton
water emerges from a pipe set in a modern plinth containing a statuette of St Anne,

the mother of Mary and Jesus’s grandmother.
from Parish Pump




NEWS IN BRIEF FROM &ROUND THE UK AND BEYOND

Look out for “Show Your Stripes Day” this month which raises an awareness of
climate change using stripes. Stripes are easy to understand because they have no
numbers and no words, just colour. Each coloured stripe represents the average
temperature for a single year: blue for cooler years with red for warmer. Ed
Hawkins, a scientist at the University of Reading, came up with the idea in 2018 to
visualise global warming that anyone could understand. 21st June 2025 was the
hottest day, being 33.2°C at Charlwood near Gatwick, with Aldergrove in Northern
Ireland having its hottest night — 18.2°C.

On 10 June 2026 it will be 100 years since the death of
Antoni Gaudi, the architect of Barcelona’s Sagrada
Familia, the world’s longest-running large building
construction, which is slowly nearly completion with the
163m Jesus Christ tower just being completed. The final
facade, the Glory Facade depicting eternal life, will take at
least another decade.

-

The Greek Government will be banning, by law, children under 15 years from using
social media from 1 January 2027.

Recent research has found we have four million more dogs in the UK than previously
thought, now 13 million. Also, life expectancy for dogs is rising thanks in part to
better nutrition and a better understanding of the benefits of lower-impact activities
like mental enrichment over high-impact exercise (just like its owners!). Sales of aids
such as dog strollers, ramps for stairs or sofas have also increased.

Croatia has become landmine free after a three-decade clearance campaign costing
more than £1 billion. More than 107,000 landmines and 470,000 pieces of
unexploded ordnance have been safely removed since the country signed up to the
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention in 1997.

The best-selling author Freida McFadden (six million book sales in the USA) has
announced that her real name is Sara Cohen. In 2025 she sold 2.6 copies in the UK
of her books such as The Housemaid, second to The Gruffalo author Julia
Donaldson.

More than 70,000 motorists have been fined for using their phones while driving over
the past three years, costing them a collective total of £14 million. It is illegal to use a
phone even when stopped at traffic lights or in a stationary queue.

Barry Stelfox



Remembering John Constable

It was 250 years ago, on 11" June 1776, that John
Constable, British landscape artist, was born.

Widely known as a painter in the Romantic tradition,
Constable had a deeply conservative faith centred on the
Church of England, which he viewed as an essential
stabilising force in society. His painting of Salisbury
Cathedral is regarded as a symbol of this.

Born in East Bergholt, Suffolk, to a wealthy corn merchant
who owned Flatford Mill, he was expected to take over the
business: although he was the second son, the eldest was regarded as incapable.
But John Constable was always focused on painting, and the business was
eventually taken over by his younger brother.

Constable enjoyed painting the areas he knew well — primarily those on the border of
Suffolk and Essex which is now known as Constable Country. “Painting is but
another word for feeling,” he wrote to a friend. He regarded nature as a reflection of
God’s creation and his own work as spiritual, though a tour of the Lake District in
1806 did not convince him of the attraction of mountains.

He is now highly valued, but he was never
successful financially in his own lifetime, though he
was elected to the Royal Academy at the age of 52.
He was more popular in France than in England, but
refused invitations to travel to promote his work,
saying he would rather be a poor man in England
than a rich man abroad.

After the death through tuberculosis of his wife
Maria Bicknell at the age of 41, Constable became
depressed: it had been a love match that triumphed
over opposition from her wealthy relatives, and he
was left a widower with seven young children. He
continued to paint, but in a different style, darker and semi-abstract, but still
compelling.

Tim Lenton, Parish Pump
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21% - 24" July 2026
from 9.30am-12.30pm each day

for children
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Warwick Road Centre and Café - June Update

As | type this report there has been, within five minutes, hail, wind,
rain, blue sky and brilliant sunshine — four seasons in one day. Yes,
the British Summer is nearly upon us.

This is my penultimate update for Warwick Road Centre for our
Connections Magazine. It's an opportune time for me to thank Claire for all her work
in producing this magazine in such an efficient and timely manner.

Life at Warwick Road Centre is as busy as ever with room hire and Open Doors
Café maintaining a high level of ‘busyness.’

Planning for the upgrading works in the kitchen has continued and work will be
carried out in the next few weeks. Our kitchen has not had major investment for 20
years and has been kept immaculately by Clare and her team. It has become tired
and it is great that money will be spent to give it a spruce up.

In my 15 years in this job, I've seen many changes, not least the closure of Warwick
Road URC and the consequent merger with West Orchard URC, thus creating the
new Baginton Road URC. One of my parting shots is to encourage all involved in the
ongoing management of this new church to work together to grow God’s kingdom.
We have so many committed folks involved in our church and our church centre and
what a fabulous asset they all are.

Trevor Gay, Warwick Road Centre Manager

Open Doors Café Menu - June 2026

Opening Times: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday. Snacks and
Drinks: 10am — 11.30am; Hot Meal: 12 noon — 1.30pm (last
orders 1pm).

Main course £5, Pudding £2.50, Meal Deal (Main and
Pudding, served with tea or coffee) £7.50. Telephone orders:
024 7622 0299
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June 2026

Tuesday 2 Gammon, potatoes, peas and parsley sauce
Apple & rhubarb crumble and custard
Wednesday 3@ | Chicken Chasseur, potatoes and vegetables
Strawberry flan and cream
Friday 5% Lincolnshire sausages, potatoes and ratatouille
Ginger sponge and toffee sauce
Tuesday 9t Cottage pie and vegetables

Eton mess

Wednesday 10t

Chicken dinner
Spotted dick and custard

Friday 12t

Smoked haddock, potatoes, peas and parsley sauce
Treacle sponge and custard

Tuesday 16%

Beef lasagne and salad
Puff pastry plum tart and creme fraiche

Wednesday 17t

Braised beef brisket bake, potatoes and vegetables
Warm chocolate & orange sponge and ice cream

Friday 19" Hunter’s chicken, potatoes and vegetables
Pecan & maple syrup sponge and custard

Tuesday 23 Faggots, mashed potato and mushy peas
Eve's pudding and custard

Wednesday 24 | Creamy chicken & spinach pasta and vegetables
Jam sponge and custard

Friday 26 Cheese & onion quiche, new potatoes and peas
Banoffee pie

Tuesday 30" Corned beef hash and cauliflower cheese

Mixed berry trifle

Smiles - Some of the Great Questions of Life

Why is abbreviated such a long word?

Why is it that when you tell a man there are 400 billion stars he will believe you, but

when you tell him there’s wet paint, he has to touch it?

If your supermarket has been lowering prices every day, how come nothing is free

yet?

Do you find it unnerving that what doctors do is called ‘practice’?

13




Book Reviews

Eat, Drink, and Be Merry — a Gospel Call to Bold Enjoyment
By Raymond C Ortlund, Crossway, £12.99
&?BE | So much is going wrong in these dark days. And the daily personal
MEﬁﬁY’ demands never let up. Who has the time—much less the freedom of
heart—to play, to laugh, to delight? But God'’s strategy for wise living
includes bold enjoyment. In fact, any ‘Christianity’ that feels embarrassed about
enjoying God'’s good gifts dishonours Him, and leaves Christians with less to give
their suffering world. Meditating on Ecclesiastes 11:9-10, Ortlund argues that
following Christ here in this world is a nuanced mix of both suffering and happiness.

l- . BIBLE STORIES 1

f SEARCH and FIND « “

Bible Stories Search and Find
By Rebecca Law, SPCK, £9.99

The book is a helpful introduction to the Bible for children ages
6-9. Youngsters will have fun searching for the more than 500
hidden objects across 20 fantastically illustrated scenes, while gk .
learning key stories from God’s Word. This interactive Bible N ™"
storybook could be an exciting way for your children to engage — m
with the Bible while developing concentration and biblical knowledge.

—'//fﬂl Hallelujah! — The History of Contemporary Worship in 100 Songs
= A/Y8 By | es Moir, SPCK, £19.99

w— THEHISTORYOF
3“-”'""'_ .1 From How Great Thou Art to The Blessing, Hallelujah invites you on a
ELF‘""."'E journey through 100 of the world’s most beloved worship songs —

= == songs that have shaped church life and personal devotion over the

== @& last 50 years.

Inside, you'll find the full lyrics to each song, along with the remarkable stories
behind them: how they were written, what inspired them, and why they continue to
resonate with worshippers around the world. Whether you’re rediscovering old
favourites or exploring new ones, this book will deepen your appreciation for the
songs that move your soul.

Each song entry also features a QR code, giving you instant access to:
e Classic and contemporary performances on YouTube
e Printable chord charts for every song, perfect for musicians and worship
leaders

More than a songbook, Hallelujah is a companion for anyone who wants to
understand, play, and live the worship they love.
from Parish Pump
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COVENTRY
ROCKS "

happening in Coventry this summer!
Motofest | Saturday 6th and Sunday 7" June

Come and celebrate Coventry's automotive heritage over
this special weekend in Coventry City Centre,

The River Festival | Saturday 6" June
A vibrant weekend of celebration centred around
Coventry's hidden River Sherbourne!

The Kenilworth Show | Saturday 6" June
Warwickshire's largest one-day agricultural show
celebrating farming, food, rural life, and community.

Godiva in the City | Saturday 4" and Sunday 5™ July
A new and exciting programme of summer events in
Coventry city centre!

ZoesFest | Friday 10th and Saturday 11th July

Don't miss this amazing event from Zoes Place Baby
Hospice! Battle of the Bands on Friday night and Saturday
Festival.

JagFest 26 | Friday 10" - Sunday 12" July
JagFest 26 returns to the Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club
in Allesley for three days of live music and much more!

Festival of Sport | Friday 24" - Sunday 26" July
Family festival celebrating sport, fitness and fun - bringing
people of all ages together.

Chapelfields Festival | 29" August - 31* August

A three-day community festival celebrating 175 years of
Chapelfields history, bringing together local residents,
visitors, and community groups.

Browse local events at www.coventryrocks.co.uk

FOLLOW US AND JOIN THE COMMUNITY!

There are thousands of local parents following us Social Media, and we'd
love for you to join in! Just search Coventry Rocks and like our page!

www.coventryrocks.co.uk
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Puzzle Pages
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Across

1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)

7 Musician called for by Elisha when he met
the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom (2
Kings 3:15) (7)

8 The request that led to the institution of the

Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke
11:1) (5)

10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—
'(2Corinthians4:8) (4)

11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8) (8)

13 ‘His troops advance in force; they build a
siege ramp against me and — around my
tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)

15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household
gods when he searched his daughter’s
tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | do
not want you to be—’ (1 Corinthians 12:1)
(8)

18 Nomadic dwelling (Genesis26:25) (4)

21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he
flourishes like a flower of the field’ (Psalm
103:15) (5)

22 Or | live (anag.) (7)

23 Those guilty of 1 Across (Romans13:4)
(10)
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Down

‘God so loved the — that he
gave his one and only Son’
(John 3:16) (5)

‘Away in a manger, no — for a
bed’ (4)

Mob ten (anag.) (6)

‘Each — group made its own
gods in several towns where
they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8)
Began (Luke 9:46) (7)

Speaking very softly (John 7:32)
(10)

Workers Ruth joined when she
arrived in Bethlehem with her
mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3)
(10) 12 Put in jail (Acts22:19) (8)

14 Aceturn (anag.) (7)
16 Discharge (Acts21:3) (6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside

and make a man “unclean”™
(Mark 7:23) (5)

20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and

— him glory!” (Revelation19:7)
(4)
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Mary was the virgin mother of Jesus. Her visit to Elizabeth, when both were
pregnant, is a moving account of two humble, ordinary women, suddenly caught up
in a great event that would shape world history. Their trusting faith in God and
acceptance of His will, shines through. After Jesus is born, Mary makes few
appearances: when the family visits Jerusalem and she loses her Son on the way
home; when she urges Him to help the wedding party in Cana with its wine problem;
and when Jesus gives her into the keeping of the beloved disciple when He is dying
on the cross. Mary’s last appearance is in Acts, just before Pentecost. Mary, chosen
to be the mother of Jesus Christ, one who is both God and Man, holds a unique
place in history. Down the centuries that have followed, the Church has paid special
honour to Mary — and well deserved itis. “All generations shall call me blessed...”

MARY
VIRGIN
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ORDINARY
WORLD
HISTORY
GREAT
EVENT
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“May the grace of the Lord

JESUS CHRIST and the
love of GOD and the
fellowship of the
HOLY SPIRIT be
with you all”

2 Corinthians
13:14

Jun26 © deborah noble * parishpump.co.uk

HALDOOR]||ILROCKUA|[|OSPOWER
EMEWORD|IIMELORDIJI||[|IULFLIFE
PBREADW||[|[IABBAGE|/[|POWYNDR
HLALPHA|||GTDEBES||[|AWI SDOM
EEMCGJY|||[HOYRFET||IDBEPBVC
RMEHOEK||[ITRAHATY|||[VWTIREO
DMIRSSTI|||[YGHOI EF||[|OIEREFM
SAVIOURI|[I[VSWLARAI||ICTRIAIF
PNESNSU|IIOHEYENT||[|ANNTTRO
OUNTLOT|||JEHOVAH|||ITEACHER
MESSIAH|||IKINGLE|[|JESLGIFT
RLGBFIS|[ISHIELDR||IIDSGUIDE
KEOMEGA|[ISAVIOURJ|||ITHELPER
JESUS * CHRIST GOD * FATHER HOLY SPIRIT

SON + SAVIOUR « LORD
EMMANUEL « MESSIAH
SHEPHERD + LAMB *» WAY
TRUTH « LIFE - DOOR
BREAD « WORD « HEALER
VINE *ALPHA » OMEGA

ABBA« LORD * JEHOVAH
YAHWEH * ALMIGHTY
HOLY ONE + SAVIOUR
ETERNAL « CREATOR

KING « MAJESTY « JUDGE
SHIELD +« ROCK « | AM

GIFT « HELPER « WITNESS
COMFORTER * GUIDE
ADVOCATE = WISDOM
POWER » TRUTH « BREATH
LIFE « ETERNAL « DOVE
WIND - FIRE « TEACHER
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The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
the views of the URC or its congregation

St Andrew’s House

-JL- 19 St Andrew’s Road, Earlsdon
4 o Coventry CV5 6FP
7, OQ Residential, respite or short stay care
Drews S in a Christian home.

St Andrew’s can help!
Telephone Sharron: 02476 673745
www.standrewshouse.org.uk
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Simon Werrett
tel: 07404 527330
e: simon@
bagintonroadurc.org.uk

() Worship at Baginton Road URC - June 2026 @T -
e | Morning service: 10.30am; Evening service: 6.30pm (unless pe
i - foned
3 otherwise stated) 4

Date Time Preacher
7t June 2026 am Robert Maloney
pm Revd Debbie Brown | Holy Communion
14% June am Sue Fry
218t June am Simon Werrett Holy Communion
5.30 pm | Pauline Luckett Father’'s Day
28" June am Revd Debbie Brown | AGM
5% July am Simon Werrett
5.30 pm | Revd Colin Offor Holy Communion
Church Contacts
7 Church Leader:

=  Family & Community Worker:
:é Linda Werrett

tel: 07593 907953
e: familyworker@
bagintonroadurc.org.uk

i

Coventry Pastorate Minister: Revd Debbie Brown
tel: 024 7659 6433 e: db288338@gmail.com

Baginton Road Church Office:
Baginton Road, Coventry CV3 6FP
tel. 024 7641 9927

website: www.bagintonroadurc.org.uk

Usual office hours: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday mornings.

Church Administrator: Kevin
Bodsworth

email: office@bagintonroadurc.org.uk
Church Secretary: Sue Davis
e: secretary@bagintonroadurc.org.uk

Assistant Secretary: Pauline Luckett
e: assistantsecretary@bagintonroadurc.
org.uk

Warwick Road Centre Office:

10 Warwick Row, Coventry, CV1 1EX
tel: 024 7622 0299

e: cityoffice@bagintonroadurc.org.uk
Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9am —
4pm

Room Bookings: tel: 024 7641 9927
email: rooms@bagintonroadurc.org.uk

Premises Caretaker, Baginton Road:
George Stone

tel; 07468 585611
e: caretaker@bagintonroadurc.org.uk

Safeguarding: If you have a safeguarding concern regarding a child, young
person or adult which you feel you need to share then please email:

safeguarding@bagintonroadurc.org.uk
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